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DETAILED ACTION 

1 . Claims 1 -1 7 have been examined. 

2. Examiner requests that the applicant submit with a response to this office action 
a complete listing of all current claims. 

Priority 

3. Acknowledgment is made of applicant's claim for foreign priority based on an 
application filed in Sweden on 28 June 2001 . It is noted, however, that applicant has 
not filed a certified copy of the 0102329-0 application as required by 35 U.S.C. 1 19(b). 

Claim Objections 

4. Claim 10 objected to because of the following informalities: A colon (:) should be 
placed at the end of the claim preamble. Specifically, line 3 should be changed to: "the 
method includes the steps of:" Appropriate correction is required. 

5. Claim 1 1 objected to because of the following informalities: A colon (:) should be 
placed at the end of the claim preamble. Specifically, line 5 should be changed to: 
"...wherein said method also includes the steps in which:" Appropriate correction is 
required. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC §112 

6. The following is a quotation of the second paragraph of 35 U.S.C. 112: 

The specification shall conclude with one or more claims particularly pointing out and distinctly 
claiming the subject matter which the applicant regards as his invention. 

7. Claims 9, 10, and 16 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 112, second paragraph, as 
being indefinite for failing to particularly point out and distinctly claim the subject matter 
which applicant regards as the invention. 
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8. Claim 9 is rejected specifically for the use of "and/or" on line 3 of the claim. It is 
unclear whether the invention requires both a password and security codes. For 
examination purposes, the Examiner will assume the claim is written in the alternative 
form. Appropriate correction is required. 

9. Claim 10 is rejected specifically for the use of "and/or" on line 16 of the claim. It 
is unclear whether the invention requires course sections and course plans to be stored. 
For examination purposes, the Examiner will assume the claim is written in the 
alternative form. Appropriate correction is required. 

1 0. Claim 1 6 is rejected specifically for the use of "and/or" on line 3 of the claim. It is 
unclear whether the invention requires both a password and security codes. For 
examination purposes, the Examiner will assume the claim is written in the alternative 
form. Appropriate correction is required. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

1 1 . The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public 
use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United 
States. 

12. Claims 1-17 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by George 
et al. (U.S. 5,978,648), hereinafter referred to as George. 

1 3. Regarding claim 1 , George discloses A control system for achieving quality 
ensured competence development (col. 1, lines 7-16, .. .educational assistance tools, 
and processes and, more specifically, to an interactive multimedia performance 
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assessment system and process for use by students, educators, and administrators for 
facilitating individualized performance and assessment of a students academic 
development...), wherein said system is connected to a distributed computer network 
(see Fig. 32), wherein said system includes at least one first memory device connected 
to said distributed computer network and operable to store all course sections of 
different courses and an ideal time for each course section (col. 2, lines 7-10, Teachers 
create a series of performance assessment tasks which are designed to access a 
student's entry level knowledge or application of knowledge in a given subject matter 
and covering a specified time frame), at least one second memory device connected to 
said distributed computer network and operable to store all studied material affiliated 
with said course section (col. 2, lines 19-27, The work folders provide the student 
numerous multi media tools such as Internet access, work processing and paint 
programs, digital scanner, video camera, and camcorder devices and audio recorders to 
assist the student in creating multi media presentations), at least one third memory 
device connected to said distributed computer network and operable to store individual- 
adapted course plans (col. 2, lines 19-21 , The assessment tasks are assigned digitally 
to the students on their computers for completion either at school or at home), at least 
one control device connected to said distributed computer network and operable in 
calculating and indicating a planned completion date for each individual course plan 
with the aid of said ideal time for different course sections and the time spent by said 
individual on different course sections (col. 2, lines 7-10, Teachers create a series of 
performance assessment tasks which are designed to access a student's entry level 
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knowledge or application of knowledge in a given subject matter and covering a 
specified time frame, and col . 6, lines 48-52, . . .the performance task template screen 
includes a summative assessment presentation which incorporates a student grade 
entry, a subject entry, an assignment start date, an assignment end date, a task status 
entry, and an assessment purpose entry), and at least one fourth memory device 
connected to said distributed computer network and operable to store the course plans 
and course sections that have been completed with respect to each individual (col. 2, 
lines 35-38, The students are further provided with the ability to compile their best work 
onto a CD-ROM or similar computer writeable media.. .J. 

14. Regarding claim 2, George discloses the control system for achieving quality 
ensured competence development characterized in that each individual obtains access 
to said control system by means of a computer device connectable to said distributed 
computer network, and in that the control system also includes at least one recording 
device operable in recording the time spent for each course section by each individual 
(see Figure 32, item 216 - HOME PC, item 214, 224, LAN, INTERNET, The step of 
recording the time spent is inherently recorded by the network in well known login/logout 
procedures which perform time stamping.). 

15. Regarding claim 3, George discloses the control system for achieving quality 
ensured competence development characterized in that the distributed computer 
network is the Internet or a Wide Area Network (WAN) (see Figure 32, item 224, 
INTERNET). 
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1 6. Regarding claim 4, George discloses the control system for achieving quality 
ensured competence development characterized in that said at least one first memory 
device, said at least one third memory device and said at least one fourth memory 
device are comprised of at least one first server device; and in that said at least one 
second memory device is comprise of a second server device (see Figure 32). 

17. Regarding claim 5, George discloses the control system for achieving quality 
ensured competence development characterized in that each computer device includes 
a reproduction device or display, where different cursors on the display indicate different 
statuses of a course section in respect of a given individual (see Figure 1 1 , item 1 70, 
'task status'). 

18. Regarding claim 6, George discloses the control system for achieving quality 
ensured competence development characterized in that a first cursor denotes that a 
course section has been completed, a second cursor denotes that a course section is 
ongoing, and a third cursor denotes that a course section has been commenced but not 
yet completed (see figure 11, item 166, 'start date', item 168, 'end date', item 170, 'task 
status'). 

19. Regarding claim 7, George discloses the control system for achieving quality 
ensured competence development characterized in that a fourth cursor functions to start 
and stop the recording of the time spent on a respective course section by the recording 
device (col. 8, lines 20-29, . . .a student home page screen is illustrated (Figure 9) and 
may be directly accessed from the home page by a student once the appropriate login 
sequence has been key entered As mentioned in claim 2, The step of recording the 
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time spent is inherently recorded by the network in well known login/logout procedures 
which perform time stamping.). 

20. Regarding claim 8, George discloses the control system for achieving quality 
ensured competence development characterized in that a fifth cursor enables an 
individual to communicate with a teacher in writing (col. 2, lines 28-32, The teacher 
assessment tasks and student work folders are designed so that they are truly 
interactive and allow both the teacher and student to also communicate and to provide 
information using any combination of text, audio, and video...). 

21 . Regarding claim 9, George discloses the control system for achieving quality 
ensured competence development characterized in that access to the control system is 
obtained through the medium of a password and/or security codes (col. 8, lines 19-22, 

. . .a student home page screen (Fig. 9) is illustrated and may be directly accessed from 
the home page by a student once appropriate login sequence has been key entered). 

22. Regarding claim 10, George discloses a method of achieving quality ensured 
competence development with the aid of a control system for achieving quality ensured 
competence development, wherein the method includes the steps of 

choosing from a first memory device included in the control system and operable 
in storing all course sections for different courses and an ideal time for each course 
section (col. 2, lines 7-10, Teachers create a series of performance assessment tasks 
which are designed to access a student's entry level knowledge or application of 
knowledge in a given subject matter and covering a specified time frame), course 
sections that form an individual-adapted course plan, and storing said plan in a third 
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memory device included in the control system (col. 2, lines 7-10, Teachers create a 
series of performance assessment tasks which are designed to access a student's 
entry level knowledge or application of knowledge in a given subject matter and 
covering a specified time frame, and col. 2, lines 19-21, The assessment tasks are 
assigned digitally to the students on their computers for completion either at school or at 
home)] 

downloading study material affiliated with said chosen course sections from a 
second memory device included in the control system and operable in storing all study 
material (col. 2, lines 19-27, The work folders provide the student numerous multimedia 
tools such as Internet access, work processing and paint programs, digital scanner, 
video camera, and camcorder devices and audio recorders to assist the student in 
creating multi media presentations)] 

calculating and indicating a planned completion date for said course plan by 
means of a control device included in the control system and with the aid of said ideal 
time for different course sections and also with the aid of the time spent by said 
individual on different course sections (col. 2, lines 7-10, Teachers create a series of 
performance assessment tasks which are designed to access a student's entry level 
knowledge or application of knowledge in a given subject matter and covering a 
specified time frame, and col. 6, lines 48-52, ...the performance task template screen 
includes a summative assessment presentation which incorporates a student grade 
entry, a subject entry, an assignment start date, an assignment end date, a task status 
entry, arid an assessment purpose entry)] and 
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when one or more course sections or the course plan has/have or has been 
completed, storing said course section/sections and/or course plan in a fourth memory 
device included in the control system(col. 2, lines 35-38, The students are further 
provided with the ability to compile their best work onto a CD-ROM or similar computer 
writeable media...). 

23. Regarding claim 1 1 , George discloses the method of achieving quality ensured 
competence development characterized in that each individual obtains access to said 
control system by means of a computer device which can be connected via a distributed 
computer network and which includes a reproduction device or display device, wherein 
said method also includes the steps in which 

a first cursor is shown on the display device to indicate that a course section has 
been completed (see figure 11, item 166); 

a second cursor is shown on the display device to indicate that a course section 
is ongoing (see figure 1 1 , item 1 68); and 

a third cursor is shown to indicate that a course section is ongoing but not yet 
completed (see figure 1 1 , item 1 70). 

24. Regarding claim 12, George discloses the method of achieving quality ensured 
competence development characterized in that the control system includes at least one 
recording device operable in recording the time spent by each individual on different 
course sections, wherein the method further comprises the step of using a fourth cursor 
for starting and stopping recording of the time spent on a course section by the 
recording device (col. 8, lines 20-29, . . .a student home page screen is illustrated 
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(Figure 9) and may be directly accessed from the home page by a student once the 
appropriate login sequence has been key entered As mentioned in claim 2, The step of 
recording the time spent is inherently recorded by the network in well known login/logout 
procedures which perform time stamping.). 

25. Regarding claim 13, George discloses the method of achieving quality ensured 
competence development characterized in that the method also comprises the step of 
using a fifth cursor displayed on the display device to enable an individual to 
communicate with a teacher in writing (col. 2, lines 28-32, The teacher assessment 
tasks and student work folders are designed so that they are truly interactive and allow 
both the teacher and student to also communicate and to provide information using any 
combination of text, audio, and video. ..). 

26. Regarding claim 14, George discloses the method of achieving quality ensured 
competence development characterized in that the distributed computer network is the 
Internet or a Wide Area Network (WAN) (see Figure 32, item 224, INTERNET). 

27. Regarding claim 15, George discloses the method of achieving quality ensured 
competence development characterized in that the method also includes the step in 
which when study material has been revised in the second memory device, the revised 
study material is distributed to those individuals who have chosen the course section 
affiliated with said study material (col. 5, lines 50-54, George discloses the use of an 
instructional task planner that an instructor may use to view and maintain tasks.). 

28. Regarding claim 16, George discloses the method of achieving quality ensured 
competence development characterized in that access to the control system is obtained 
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by entering a password and/or security codes (col. 8, lines 19-22, ...a student home 
page screen (Fig. 9) is illustrated and may be directly accessed from the home page by 
a student once appropriate login sequence has been key entered). 

29. Regarding claim 17, George discloses at least one computer program product 
(102.sub.1, .... 102.sub.n) that can be downloaded directly into the internal memory of 
at least one digital computer (100.sub.1, . . . , 100.sub.n) includes software parts for 
carrying out the steps according to claim 10 when said at least one product (102.sub.1, . 

. . , 102.sub.n) is run on said at least one computer (100.sub.1 100.sub.n) (col. 4, 

line 65 - col. 5, line 9, George discloses a logon screen for a computer writeable 
medium employing a computer code according to a preferred embodiment. The multi 
media system and process is provided on a computerized software program which may 
be stored either in a personal computer hard drive or a CD-ROM or floppy disk medium 
and which is capable of being retrieved and worked upon by a personal computer). 

Conclusion 

30. The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicant's disclosure. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Benjamin A. Ailes whose telephone number is (571 )272- 
3899. The examiner can normally be reached on M-F 6:30-4, First Friday Off. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Andrew Caldwell can be reached on (571)272-3868. The fax phone number 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 
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